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Registration Form
For all Interested Parties and Contributors
Tariff Rate Quota Review
Case SM0019: Certain steel products – the Russian Federation and the Republic of Belarus
	Period of Investigation:
	1 July 2021 to 5 April 2022

	
	

	Injury Period:
	N/A

	
	

	Deadline for response:
	12 April 2022

	
	

	Case Team Contact:
	SM0019@traderemedies.gov.uk

	
	

	Completed on behalf of:
	Please answer here

	
	

	Party type (select): 
	☐ Contributor
☐ Government of relevant foreign country or territory (Interested Party)
☐ Trade or business association representing      overseas exporters or UK importers of the good(s) subject to review (Interested Party)
☐ Trade or business association representing UK producers of like goods or directly competitive goods (Interested Party)
☐ UK Producer
☐ Importer
☐ Overseas Exporter


	
	

	
	

	
	


When you have completed this form, indicate the confidentiality of this document by placing an X in the relevant box below:
☐ Confidential
☐ Non-Confidential – will be made publicly available
Please note that you will have to provide two copies of your response: a Confidential and a Non-Confidential version. Both copies should be returned to the TRA using the Trade Remedies Service (www.trade-remedies.service.gov.uk) by 12 April 2022.
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Instructions
I – Who should complete this form?
You should complete this form if you would like to register your interest in this case.
II – Note about confidentiality
You will need to submit one confidential version and one non-confidential version of this document. Please ensure that each page of information you provide is clearly marked as either “Confidential” or “Non-Confidential” in the header. It is your responsibility to ensure that the non-confidential version does not contain any confidential information.
Please see https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uk-trade-remedies-investigations-process/an-introduction-to-our-investigations-process#how-we-handle-confidential-information for further information on what can be considered confidential and how to prepare a non-confidential version of this document.
All information provided to the Trade Remedies Authority (TRA) in confidence will be treated accordingly and only used for this investigation (except in limited circumstance as permitted by regulation 17 of the Trade Remedies (Increase in Imports Causing Serious Injury to UK Producers) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019) and will be stored in protected systems. The non-confidential version of your submission will be placed on the public file, which is available on www.trade-remedies.service.gov.uk/public/cases.
Section A – Your organisation’s interest in the case
To register your organisation’s interest in this case, please complete the text boxes below. You should use this form if you are an interested party or contributor including foreign government. For a definition of goods subject to review, please refer to the Notice of Initiation.
Please describe your role with regards to the goods subject to review:
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Please describe your interest in this case:
Section B – Additional information 
Use the box at the end of this section to provide any other relevant information which you think would be useful to help our investigation.

BIRFA is the trade association for the fabricators of reinforcing that are not directly owned by steel producers. Independent fabricators supply around 50% of the reinforcing steel used by the UK construction industry, including major infrastructure projects such as HS2 and Hinkley Point C power station.








The UK has a structural deficit of manufacturing capacity for reinforcing steel. There is one major producer, CELSA, which also owns around 50% of the downstream fabrication capacity. A second producer, Liberty Speciality Steel has been an occasional producer for about 2 years, but can only cover the top 50% of the size range required, 10-50mm.


Domestic production is further constrained by the high and variable cost of electricity.


The CELSA mill primarily supplies the needs of its tied outlets and hence the independent fabricators are highly dependent on  imported steel to maintain the supply chain to the UK construction industry.


The Safeguard Measures have been an unwelcome complication to maintaining adequate supplies for our members and we believe that with the current demand from UK construction, the CELSA mill no longer needs this protection, particularly with the high proportion of its output supplied to its tied outlets. Production from the Liberty mill is not tied to any of its own fabrication capacity. Its production of reinforcing steel is limited primarily by its own financial position and cost base, together with its limited size range. In our view the Safeguard Measures afford it no meaningful help.


The situation in Ukraine has effectively deprived the fabrication industry of three major sources of supply, Belarus and Russia through the imposition of additional duties, and Ukraine through production at its only mill, Krivoy Rog, being halted due to the war.


Reallocation of the Belorussian and Russian quotas is of limited help. The UK is over dependent on EU and Turkish supplies, and the steel industries in these countries have their own problems in increasing production due to energy, raw materials and shipping capacity constraints effected through the various sanctions imposed by governments.


The UK reinforcing steel fabrication and construction industries need help to maintain material flows, otherwise we envisage serious supply constraints developing within Q2 2022 which will prejudice construction projects from house building through to major infrastructure.








Please answer here


BIRFA believes that the obvious solution to the problems presented by the Ukranian situation would be to suspend the Safeguard Measures indefinitely for the products most affected, including rebars.


If this is not possible then a) the allocation of quotas to individual countries should be stopped and the full quota to be placed in a single “pot” b) the full quota should be usable without the 90% cut-off above which duty has to be paid.









